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PRICE TWO CENTS

1SKS CONGRESS FOR POWER TO ARM SHIPS
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RGES ARMED NEUTRALITY
BY AMERICAN CONGRESS

esiden t, Still Anxious to Avoid War, Requests

Authority to Protect Americans and Their
Rights--Tense Situation in National
Capital.

e —— e -

( By Asscciated Press)

Washington, Feb. 26.-~President Wilson ap-
el before congress at 1 o'clock this afternoon
1 asked for authority to place the United States in
e of “armed neutrality” to resist the German
hmarine menace.

\ews of the sinking of the liner Laconia with
ericans aboard was received here as the presi
bt was on his way to congress. Although without
ails, its grave possibitities added emphasis to the
bsident’s words,

the rights sent to the publie printer at 9:30. A
%, further

ptra HER sed vre same time the president conferr-
e of Americun bives and ships, ¢! with Chairman Stone of the for-
rable | A almost as o rn relations committee
iive a8 Il Lhe intry were at No announcement was made, but
ave taken the place of  the ;i \wag learned that the president was
el overt act, and hurriend  the e (o do just what he announced
el ‘ Rl y his address before congress and
wident W baslle s to be geuk authority to protect American
e o tuke whutever steps ghips and seamen.
wesary e dt plaine again o pg ek for authority to use forces
fhe wunted peace, but not at the ,¢ the United States to protect the
¢ of American Lves and rights, popte of the natin is in no sense an
0 the Amerl lugs from the

art of war. It is to prepare tht Unit-
ed States for what may be warlike

Ugress s expected not only o g by any other nation.

III-_ president to ‘use the The president decided to ask before
s TS e cosRbE; but to .ongress adjourned that he be given'
, ..:‘,ﬁ » ‘ additional authority to protect A-|
T,“ S atancy of the erican rights. There have been re-

was pro= ports that such a move would be op-

posed ‘n congress, but he decided to
take the chance.
= Gy The president’'s address will point
P il _out that Germany's acts since the
e be nning - his peegk of diplomatic relations ind -

. mtory violence
W Wir hetwesn Fngiand and
uthourh [T | ted Stales

j kress referred to  his ate that she will go forward in her
_ l'_ —_— vhraary 4 bes gnpaign of  lawlessness  against
e ot UF the German pautral shipping.
vy i submarine oy president is confident that
- ! with  neutral 7 ; !
congress will rise to the occas’'on and
" iliey was furthwith put ine promptly give him the uuthority!
WUk, the president said nit The president is as anxious as ever
Mo practice for nearly to prevent war with Germany, but
: N .]“' procteul results is insistent that American rights be‘
- o ' har neutys) uphuhi._ } .
s Perin: erenlv® he _l'rvsulvnt Wilson will ask for the
;-"uu Y0l )¢ perhaps  very 'EDL to establish a “state of armed
‘L Meuvily than before the neutrality,” He has made full pre-

e oy when the new poliey parations for arming or convoying
.- W GPNM e Wils put vessels,

LT — The president will point out that

™ iy o e we dind Cour- wpile he desires peace, there is some-

y ek he wetual con- : |
f the Germay ihmarine :‘,(,l.r‘ thing greater than peace—the pro-|
::“' Germany’s wots commit. tection of the sovere'gn rights of A-|
n MEown hips substan- | meriea, and that the unitrammeled |

i [ht‘ 'h|l‘-l of

lup

I addressed right of American ships to sail the;
February  ex- seas unmolested by any foreign na-
U ol oure ships in tions must be upheld.

Fthe unwil- Mr, Wilson'’s decision to go before

J— TS owners to risk congress was partly caused by the
Wiy .-r:.- '11'"! T. tion is fact ‘Lhnt Germany's campaign .i:-i
i WY Serious every keeping  American sh'ps tied up in
S s 4 \merican ports. Such a condition,

Nas Ilhh:'l";' 1y
" .lru-_! 5|If"1
< N

proved im- the president points out, is unbear-
vur - neutral able

HI]!P W

I.'.‘ | A 2 * '] . .
Py warranted  in- Mr, Wilson's decision to go before
5% 1o g A Sulfering. there congress was partly caused by the
. o TCOUrYE by : . 5 .
ity ¢ but to nrmed neu- fact that Germany’s campaign is

.;;im'rl WE « T 3 | . g
i g g, :"" flow how to keeping American ships tied up in
) HUIOr which

there i« abun- American ports. Such a condition,

" Alepicar
Ly ,Irl,'hll Precedent * » #» the president points out, is unbeara-
" ten .I\.I. ;-|I'|||-.': Pt e war nor b]ﬂ.
™ of L lewd to it No, Democratic leaders have made ar-
War .I.L,I”'.' e will dead to,rangements for the jo nt session of
o Gepy alit Sty by diree- | congress.
r

Uloy .w " | Arming American merchantmen or
. (10 |
s

|..r;-» trus | People will be convoying them through the war zone
Nt b [.,--Mlllj o el w th re- are two methods of prutectin;: Amer-
o gy nr'.l.i.- W the true lean commerce Exactly what steps
I B o "ol fuith and have been taken were not given. In
" Mg “l;' rl Fequest that addition te placing guns on Amer-
N with hefioy * “ipply mer-| can ships steps may be taken to

Rz e Afms™ o convey  them through the  war
"‘h"-;..IA“""'"“"i Press.) :"-"lflt.'s. A bond issue may be author-
gy X H”'- Fah " 1zed,

ail President
oy Al s

Jt‘n.\_ at O joint
ey ! " om

Moy T Wil

President Wilson will  point  out
wession that the right of other neutrals have
been affectied, bt that they ‘havee

'ml‘-”.

0 ask " PPy 3
» Q:. Wm o _.{,h,,:-"_i_l'r' 8 to shown no disposition to follow the
i L um b Wke 0y l'ur.l"ll' course of the United States. No new
he F':r:h"i hiigh 50 American direct appeal is made to them.
“ent : |
I,,'l.isr 1h-l |l|l’l].[.l|l'.'[0_q[ his ad:] . |
Y Moring and it was! (Rv Associated Presa)

INew York, Feb. 26 —If President

6 CUNARD LINE
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- OAFELY TO
~ FRANCE

_ \By Associated Press.)
Paris, Feb. 26.—The

|freighter New Orleans has been sig-
'naled entering the mouth of the
'‘Gironde, according to a Bordeaux
tdispateh to the Havas Agency. The
\Urleans will dock tomorrow.

The Orleans and the freighter Ro-
chester were the first American ves-
sels to leave the United States for
Europe after diplomatic relations
with Germany were severed. Both
ships sailed from New York for
Lordeaux unarmed The Rochester
+ a8 not been heard from.

KT - EL- AMARA
N HANDS OF

|

\
(By Associated Press)) ‘

\London, Feb. 26.—Kut-El-Amara|ond reading Tuesday

has been captured from the Turks,
by the British forces, according l,u{
a statement in the house of com-
ions today by Bonar Law.

| consol dated bill through without fur-
{ther delay.
progress has been the sections as to

|

5 LAUGHABLEFARCE

Hickory theatre-goers are assured call bills can be termed

of another rare treat tomorrow night
when the local dramatic clup pre-
sents “A  Midnight Elopment,” a
farce comedy. All persons who at-
tend are warned ‘'n advance thal the
show is for laughing purposes, and

ORLEANS PASSES

American |

o

i

LECISLATURE 1S
WINDING P
SESSION

Raleigh, Feb. 26.—Morning, after-

the order of the day with both
branches of the legislature as the
week advances, this being the last
week of the 60 days to which the
stute constitution limtis the sessions
of the general assembly.

There is a vast deal of work that
rrust be erowded into the week, but
those experienced in the progress of
the work of former legislatures in-
sist that this lecislature is no more
behind than is generally the case for
the last week of a session. Indeed,

ly up than usuval. Calendars are not
behind any more than is usuvally the
case, and the committees probably
haven't so many bills n hand yet to
pat in force early this week limiting
the further introduction of bills, and
the usual steps taken to concentrate
on the really important local and
general bills that are pending to save,
them from the “left over” graveyard.!
The biggest task the legiglature
faces is the perfection of the enabl-

| ment

BRITISH

ng acts for the government of the’
cities, towns and jincoroprated vil-|
luges under the constitutional amend-'
Leaders say that these bills'
will have to have separate day roll
call votes in each house, and to give!
these without danger of default
through lack of a quorum they must
be in the hands of one of the other
branches of the legislature for sec-
This is the
pProgram now. - [
It s quite probable that Monday,
in committee hearing, there will be a
consolidation of the Pegram and the
Brenizer bills into one measure to
cover the whole scope of financial
and civie control, and then put this

The biggest block to

the annexation of suburban territory
by towns, But this will be settled
by the joint committee in executive
session Monday or Tuesday, and the
whole bill made ready for immediate
passage so far as separate day roll
immed ate
in their passage.

The report of the joint committee
for the investigation of the state's
prison farm and its management is
expected to come in by the middle of
the week, Dominant members of

those who recall how well the perfor- | the comimttee indicate that the pe re-

mance of “Thorns and Orange Blos-

soms” was done do not need any urg- there will be insistence for

sult of the investigation will be that!

™ iter

ing. The play will be for the bene- | buildings and equipment for the care

fit of the Hickory Library.

FRENCH CONSCRIPTS

(By Associated Press)

Paris, Feb 26.—The fifth contin-
gent of cogseripts called out in France
since August 1914 is now passing be-
fore the medical examining boards;
physically, the “class of 1918 is de-
clared to be the best of the five and
its morale equal, if not superior, to
that of any of its predecessors. 'They
have witnessed a two and a half years
constant process'on of bereavements,
none of the hardships of trench life
in this war have been concealed from
them, yet their ardor is no less than
that of the recruits of 1915 mobilized
at the height of the enthusiasm over
the victory of the Marne.

Ninety five per cent of the class of
1918, which numbers about 340,000
including something like 30,000 re-
eru ts of 1917 whose incorporation
was adjourned, are either declared
good for armed service or adjourned
for lack of physical development—itoo
small chest expansion, Only five!
per cent are placed in the categor_vl
of the hopelessly unfit to bear arms
and assigned to auxiliary scrvicos.
This is only half the average percen-
tage of exemptions before the war.

. insist that there must be

g MARKETS |

{and control of the convicts, a change
|that prison management has been

pleading for a long while. |
Members of the committee say that
the proposed abol tion of corporal

{ punishment is out of the question, as!

| that is essential for the control of'
T many of the negroes and depraved,
"whlte men, too, who find their way

into the prison. The committee will |
adeyuate!
conveniently arranged and sanitary
stockadez w th ample bathing and|
other sanitary facilities which the
management will bz required to keep
in thorough condition They will |

recorimend separate cell system, ;
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CHICAGO WHEAT !
({By Associated Press) |
Chieago, TI'eb, 26.—President Wi]-'l
son's action had no effect on wheal
prices today. Opening quotations,!
which ranged from the same as
Saturday's finish to 3-4 lower, with
May at 1.78 to 178 1-4 and July at

1.51 1-4 to 1.51 1-2, were {foilowed .

by a moderate setback |

COTTON FUTURES
(Dy Associated Press) '

New York, Feb. 26.—The cotton|

| market showed a further advance of|

The physique of the young men,

mobilized since August 2. 1914, has

_been attributed to the growing prac-

tce of sports in France during the
past ten years. “It is not
says a man who has attended th
aminations of five classes since th
war began. *It may be that sports
have greatly developed young men in

the cities, but it should not be for-|M

ten that the French army is largely
an army of farmers’ boys, of boys
who practice no other sport than that
of handling the ploy, the axe and the
p'tech-fork, It is the farmer boys
that show up the best in the young re-
cruits: they generally ask to be incor-
portated 'n the Zouaves—ithe terrors
of the army and the heroes of Verdun.
The city boys—students particularly
prefer aviation, an arm that appeals
to skill more than muscle.

Wilson is authorized by congress to
arm ships to protect Amer’can rights

lon the high seas, the American lice
| RESUME SAILINGS lships will resume sailings as soon as|

guns can be provided, officers of the
line announced today.

from three to 13 cents on the opening
today. May sold some lower, but
trading was weaker follow ng the an-|
nouncement that President W'lson|

that,” | would appear before congress and

e ex—laf"’k for authority to protect Ameri- hates to sze a useless thing around $1000 seven head of Hereford cattle the decision to do th's evidently was
e can ships and lives.

* The market closed steady.

Open  Close
arch . __ . ._ __ 1635 16 38
May .. ______ __ 1642  16.36|
T e 1646 16.39 |
QOetober ____ __ __ __ __16.04 15.87 |
December __ _ . ____ 16.14 15.97‘
HICKORY MARKETS [
Cotton. None,
Wiheaty 0 8 e B - . F $2.00

§ THE WEATHER

'
[istsesseapesenasrmasss t2 2244

(For North Carolina: Cloudy tonip:ht?
sand Tuesday probably ra'n. Cooler
Tuesday and in extreme west portion
tonight fresh to strong southwest
winds.

noon and night sessions promise to be'

the work may be said to be more near-.

«Edward Carson,

lenjoyed the program given by the
“Prad and Blossom” Society of the
Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran

S B —_—— T

R TORPEDOED OFF THE IRISH COAST

I8 for Liverpool,

This announcemenl was made
in the house of commons today by Sir

(By Associaled Press)

Many Lives Lost, Some of Whom May
ITmenos Aires, IPeb. 26 —_Accordine
about jo'nt action by the [Latin-
|
Ilzll‘t bt‘L‘allS(* Ur lhl‘ ]H'l‘“]\‘ \\'ith ‘::(‘1'—I!ine Steamship Laconia, 18'099 lOnS grOSS’ WhiCh
resentatives here of other Latin
The survivors of the Laconia are said to num-
New York, Feb. 26.-—~The Laconia sailed from
i WITHOUT WARNING
{By Associated Press)
gate early today. One woman and 'pedoed without warning.
|
. AMERICANS IN CREW
aged,
REI.‘[F icans, all native born, were members
; and second cabin 42, The crew
SI_ AYER UF BR ]' tion ofg $6,000,000 for federal relief|
‘n the food situation and to devise (By Associated Press)
resolut'on today by Senator Porah of telegraphed the American o onss,
Saturday night. R78 survivors lan-

| |
PEAGE Giant Passenger Vessel, Carrying Hundred Pas-
|
to the La Nacion, the Argentine) be America.ns.
American republics in offering media-| (By Asscciated Press.)
'tion for ending the war The Unit-!
many.
American republ ¢s will be negotiated hag been Sllnl(.
SHIPS ber 270. They will be landed tonight.
New York on February 18 with 100 passengers,
|
{By Associaled FPress
I.rmtl-un? l-'ib. (ﬂii((it:l'-fn];;rl .[}ius‘.a‘ny- SIX MII_I_IUN |S London, Feb. 26—It is stated au-
one child were killed and two persons
| (By Associated Press)
;
|of the crew of the Laconia.
.|
[ numbered 216. There were no steer-
{(By Associated Press,)
hetter distribution methods was pro-| London, Feb. 26 —Wesley Frost,
|here as follows:
ded. [Details lacking, but known

r . a__ J
sengers, Sent to Bottom by Submarine--
(By Associated Press) |
government is endeavoring to bring
|
ed States will not be asked to take QueenStown’ lre]and’ Feb 26°~‘The Cunard
Negotiations with diplomatic rep- sailed from NCW YOI’k, February
by Argentina.
(By Associated Press))
among whom are ten Americans.
1 (By sassociated Press.)
ers bombarded Tiroadstairs amd Mar- | thentically that the Lacoaia was tor-
were injured Two houses were dain- ASKED
New York, I'eb, 26.—Twenty Amer-
L First cabin passengers totaled 33
BROTHER SHO |
[]IS DUWN _ | age passengers.
| Washington, Feb. 26.—Appropria-
FROST WIRES LONDON
posed in a resolution introduced in alAmerican consul at Queenstown,
“Cunarder Laconia torpedoed 10:50
some missing, One dead,

Memphis, Tenn., Feb, 26.—John Idaho  Action was deferred.
Ward, awaiting trial for the allered |
k lling of lLewis Hooker of Iisher-
ville last September was zhot an:l_PﬂRTU RIBAN B"J-
killed at the court house this morning
by Thomas Hooker, brother of Lew- |
is Hooker. The shooting occurred REAUY FUR W|lSUN'
at the entrance of the court house. He STAIESVILI-E M".L
surrendered to the commonwealth at- - "
torney. ‘
{Ly Associated Press.) |S GPANI
1 Whashington, Feb 26 —Final con- \
TF n l l gressional action on the Porto Rican u__ ‘_
H PL §t:0 .4 ¢ tizenship bill was finished by the
. 123 A | S ; T Yroo s
R ' - <cnate today and sent to the white (By ’\“‘“”"",_i P "‘:; i
iTaJ J \' i b Lhouse for the president’s signature. | Raleigh, Feb. “'"f'“w ’_I'm_”"‘
.|” { O i! - |Mil]s, Ine, of Statesville, capitalized
' | ASHEVILLE WINS 'at $125,000 was chartered by the
Hickory's chances for the state Secretary of state tt‘nla_\'. (RngCOH=
The Eliott Iiilding Company, championship went glimmering when cern proposes to mill wheat, oats,
Mr J. D. Elliott announced h,\m'\,, they weze '(lefezl'te:l in Asheville bY| corn and grains of all kinds for com-
will have the brick building of the the AS]"’"'“E high school team by, . ...a] purposes.
Hickory Spinning Cmpany completed the score of 71 to 8 ‘ N
in 60 days if the weather is half richt.| (Despite the one sidedness of the]
This company, on seuring the contract Score 1t was an .lnter.EStlng game|
began at once to make th'ngs niove throughout the entire time. FR[N[;H R
and material is being moved to the lo- . Ashev lle’s big score was due_larp:e—l -
cation in West Hickory. The ma- |V to the bad guarding of Mitchell,|
chinery also has been ordered and it|Who allowed his man £o acore 0 1] PAGNE
is hoped to have the mill running by 71 _points. '
the first of Julvy The lineup was as follows: |
) - ) . . 8. A S H. o
- § s s s ‘MeCombs ________ . ___ DeYoung
UARE (1[1:\_]_LI_UhB.-\ND . R. Forward . i Berlin via Sayville, Feb. 26 —An
A  husbond is something that A, Huffman — Wilkeson unsuccessful attack was made in the
' Smith Champagn= yesterday by the French,

should be in every home and 1t may

be made quite useful, There is noth- Abernethy -

bel | : id R. Guard it was announced by the war office
ing belier to use n cleanmg an old ~ o 3

carpet than a husband. ]-Iu:sb:nuls( Hafman "L"'G_l;;;.a"__" Br.Ownzt’o’d""y' =

last longer and are more serviceable Mitehell. Cenier ?TEUTONS SHORTENING

if kept in good order Develop a
habit of kecping your husband' in ‘the to left guard: C. Huffman from left
proper place and in good repair. Few easvd b eentor

of them are ornamental, but they at ™ ° ' | London, Feb 26.--Reuter's corres-
least may be made presentable. A ) . . ; itish headauarters in
little money spent on one oceasional- Mr. George Pirkpatrick of Marion pondent at I-Smlhl» . ‘L" " how
ly may seem an extiavagance at the spent Sunday ‘n Hickory. | Franze sends a description \
time, but you’ll really get the vaiue | the Germans are shortening  their
in wear. he thrifty housewife My, J. A, Whitener has sold for Jine in the Ancre valley. He says

Substitutions: Mitchell from center| LINE IN THE ANCRE

the place, espec’ally a husband. A including one bull for $250, to Mr.
few simple rules faithfully followed Kayl Hostetler of Raleigh, ; g g
and you will have little trouble with i | the recent German activity clurm;"'t e
yours, Never let them be esposed Miss Frances Geitner left Satur- Jong spell of hard frost meant that
to night air.  Trim them every day to visit friends at Bordman, , . Garamns were stealthily with-
Saturday mght.——]lct;-o!t Joarnal Columbus countyv She will Spend a : ; ) SRR

few days at St. Mary’s, Raleigh, en drawing their guns and breaking ul
' route. ' their ammunition dumps near the

arrived at sometime ago, and that

GOOD PRESENTATION

| front line.

The correspondent adds that ap-
| parently the German retreat was car-
‘ried on to a depth of about three

A large and apprecative aulience

church last night

The children showed the result of
mueh careful training and prepara-
tion. The most interesting number,
on the prograin was the presentation

miles. and that they employed ob-
RUSSIAN Al IA[:KS,M!'E'N'V@ tactics without resorting tio
rear guard actions.

of the “Floral Clock,” by thirteen of| . (By :Asssomiaterl l't:-‘(.?ss)l‘ '
the members, Fredrick Holder lead-| 1'gEa1J PAEBIIOSSY E4) | Ph:ladelph:a, Feb. 26. Lanacy
ing. | Merlin, v'a Sayvr]-leé }F":‘b' {361— pro-ecdings were begun ‘n common
{ assians renewed their 2tineks . ey

Al da. Cal., is now run by a'r\l::[!]seteﬁlfyslir? the Carpathians. Strong pleas court fhge tml;(}, 'IE; deterinino
city iglas."n;g'er. T ® | Russian attacks were repulsed. the sanity of Harry h. Thaw.
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